Gardner-Webb University

Digital Commons @ Gardner-Webb University
Advent Devotions

Gardner-Webb Publications

2013

Advent 2013
Gardner-Webb University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.gardner-webb.edu/advent-devotions
Recommended Citation
Last, F. M. (2013). Devotion title. Advent 2013. Gardner-Webb University. Retrieved from Gardner-Webb Digital Commons.

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Gardner-Webb Publications at Digital Commons @ Gardner-Webb University. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Advent Devotions by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Gardner-Webb University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@gardner-webb.edu.

the certainty of Bethlehem. But to do so is to render
injustice to the lessons of anticipation and struggle that
God teaches us in those shadow moments of life.
This Advent book calls upon the power of the
Lectionary to force us to consider the textual shadows
and uncertainties that accompany this Holy Season.
These texts force us, in the words from a movie of
some years ago, to do business with the Good, the Bad,
and the Ugly among us. Our Hope is realized, yes; but
our Hope is always birthed in the language of struggle.
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In each of these situations, while w

anticipated glorious events, we had

looking for signs and then taking sp

Sharon Starr
Associate Professor
and Dean of the School
of Nursing
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Luke 21:25-36

Wiggly legs meant we better get to
quickly to avoid a mistake while dr

leaves meant we needed to add wa
the tree could grow.

Although we live in a great nation that God has truly

and every day an

blessed, things seem to be in somewhat of a mess.

really do have a t

what they do, no
The news said the government may shut down because

on the back from

congress could not agree on what services to offer or

that in everything

how to pay for them. Nor could it agree on whether or

they make, they

not the government should require all of its citizens to
have health insurance. I’m sure they opened their

While I will certa

session with a prayer, yet have passed laws which have

leaders, I know o

been interpreted by the courts as preventing public

the hands ofThe

prayer from being offered at high school football games.

Representatives,
Justices.

We continue to respond to terrorist activities - the
latest being a rampage in a mall in Kenya.

Our hope is in th

among us for a w
Son. Our Savior.

of peace. Not only do we hear the pr
has a plan in Isaiah’s words, but we als
divine king of Judah would bring to th

divine wisdom and justice. In ruling w

Merianna Harrelsoo
School of Divinity Student
Isaiah 1 1:1-10
I Thessalonians 3:9-13

wisdom and justice, then even nature
will be at peace.

In the uncertainty of the changing wo
live, this is a word of hope for us, too
like a leader who rules with divine wi
justice? Wouldn’t we like the promise
the uncertainty of the wildness of cre
brought to order and lie at peace wit

the yard to put in those boxes, and mail it to the NC
Department of Agriculture who then tests it for me.
Afterwards, they send me a report letting me know if
my soil is ph balanced or not and exactly how many
pounds of lime per 1000 square feet I should add to

Lord, though it m
about my heart, a
that You will show

help my yard reach its proper balance. Better yet, they

and love.

also let me know what blend of fertilizer and how
much of it I should add. I could ask a local lawn and
garden professional his or her opinion about the
amounts, but this test keeps me from trying to guess.
Of course, then comes the fun part of aerating and
prepping the ground to plant the grass seeds. All this
preparation helps my grass to grow greener and richer.

TH'KR-.SIXAY/.
^eceMB»8R, 5
Sarah Currie
Director of Retention
Psalm 146:5-10
James 5:7-1 0

you will be judged, the Judge is stan
Brothers, as an example of patienc
suffering take the prophets who sp
the Lord.” So let’s explore... in Gr
patient means “to remain behind, e
steadfastness,” and in this short pa
times communicating the importan
message.“Then brothers, until the
casts the eternal perspective, the k

kid on the street would get a Christmas book of
lifesavers (If you’re old enough you remember them).
She would spend hours looking at the Montgomery
Ward catalog with my sister and me and all we had

without the lesso
think for a mome
would be if we al

circled for Santa.The joy on my mother’s face from

in Matthew I 1:2-

helping someone or seeing them open a gift is

all try to live as m

unforgettable.

for a lady I never

I don’t remember my mother or father ever reading
the Bible but I know they had the spirit of Christ in
them by their actions. Our father worked hard as a
welder in a steel mill and was gone a lot. I resented him
for years for not being there as much as I thought he
should have been. I know now he loved and cared for
all of us and just wanted more for us than he had
growing up on a cotton farm in Ellenboro N.C. My
father taught us how to work hard but our mother
taught us how to care about our work.
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Matthew I show us that both the p

and Joseph—the new father-to-be—

crippled by a sense of fear and unc

Jefferson Waugh
School of Divinity Student
Psalm 80:11 -7, 17-19
Matthew 1:18-25

came face to face with seemingly u
circumstances. For the Israelites, it

past oppression, combined with the
was still to come for them as a peo
that overwhelmed them with fear.
hand, Joseph’s fear stemmed out of
his own community would think up
Mary was pregnant and unmarried.

trying to find Go
Because when God comes, things change. Life is no
longer what we make of it, but we find that there is

God has come an

this rhythm, the rhythm of grace, the beat of hope, the

God is, there is s

oceans of mercy that we often stumble in to. And it
leaves us drenched.
During this Advent season, as we pause for this Baby,
this hope, this joy, this love, this peace to come, may
we also prepare ourselves for the One who is, in fact,
God.

Monpay,
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vision of the world for which God

Today’s text from Nahum is a call t

future peace:“Look! On the moun
one who brings good tidings, who

Steve Harmon
Adjunct Professor of
Christian Theology
Nahum 1:15
James 3:1 8

(1:15).The whole book of Nahum
two stories with different end-pict
violence that underwrites the pres
things, epitomized by Nineveh, city
Assyrian empire, which ends in “de
destruction, and desolation” (2:10)

other story of God’s goal of peace

epitomized by Jerusalem, city of th

peace of God’s reign.Today’s text f

the same contrast, for the antidote

came in judgment, and brokenness shattered the

“Come to me m

illusion of those who were sent into Exile, stripping

your broken pla

them of all that was familiar including their King,

restoration. Let

home, and God. However, God did not forsake them,

easier way. Stop

and God was not the one who abandoned me. I knew
that if I was going to proclaim my relationship with
God a living one, I could not go on living as before. I
had to trust this God who gives life, the one who not
only keeps me physically but spiritually renewed. He
alone is sufficient and able to proclaim healing.

in charge.’’

This Advent, I th

the people of th
unchanged cove
correction has c
brokenness, rest
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joy and peace, and creation itself w
with lush trees sprouting up in pla
Perhaps some of the hearers of Isa
indeed return to their ancestral ho
was beautiful and perfect.

Justin Webb
Lecturer, Department
of Religious Studies
Isaiah 55:12-13
Romans 8:1 -6

Realistically though, if it were perf
not stay that way. After taking a se
realized all the tasks I need to acc
to put out fertilizer when spring c
porch already needs to be pressur
Spring may be a good time to put
too, and I really should go ahead a
the tractor now. As a matter of fa
forces of nature are always trying
house I built with the sweat of my
not so perfect after all.

been Sorrow, was suffocating under the weight of her
father’s impending death. A mother, who could have

As I looked arou

been named Desperation, wiped away tears from her

Desperation,Wo

tired, droopy eyes. She was carrying the burden of
her children who would not be receiving their
favorite gifts in the morning. Each of us had wandered

candle high abov

into that service with a name by which we had
summarized our identity. I saw a man named
Worthless, a teenager named Ugly, and a child named
Poverty. I reflected upon the numerous names I had

darkness that ho
redemptive work
excitement as w
hope for the tran

of Christ’s birth.

compassionate and humble. But, in
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these qualities are often viewed as

13

hear the commonly stated phrases

yourself first” and “humility will ge
However, the qualities described b
identified with Christian maturity.

Pat Litton
Gardner-Webb University

MBA 1998

it is far easier to repay evil with ev
Christian maturity to repay evil w
points us down the path of placin
stands in contrast to the world’s

Isaiah 26:1 2° 1 3
1 Peter 3:8° 1 2

balance and rest?

promise that, whe

themselves on us
Last Christmas, I experienced beautiful peace while
celebrating with my grandmother. At that point, she
had already been diagnosed with cancer, and I knew
seeing December 2013 with her still in my presence
was a longshot.We gathered together, my Papa,
Mama, and I, to ring in the festivities. We joined in
tree decoration, Jimmy Stewart movies, and popcorn
and chocolate through the entire month of
December.That Christmas season I continued a habit
that I began when I was a small child: kneeling in front
of my Mama’s chair and resting my head in her lap as
we spoke about the Lord and other beautiful things in

lets us lay our he
he continues to d
take time to rest
provide a listenin
needed, and to fin

3 lANPAy,

me.

....Be glad and rejoice with all your h
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away
has turned back your enemy.The Lor

Anna Hamrick
Assistant Professor of
Nursing and Director, FNP
Program
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Luke 3:7-18

with you; never again will you fear an
3:14-15

a way that doesn’t seem possible.To witness out sons

Word reminds

grow up as best friends and remain that way even to

instead we are t
Lord will be fait
carry us when n

this day is another reason for rejoicing. Many
blessings have followed, such as, 34 years of ministt y
together, going on mission trips as a family, out sons
graduations and their weddings.We were blessed to
see our prayers answered as God sent Christian
women into our sons’ lives.
My most joy-filled moments come when I reflect on
all the wonderful times we have spent together on
family vacations. Honestly, we are Disney Nuts!
With over 20 trips to Disney World over the years,

us all the way to
year we are rem
humankind all b
was born!
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Pastor, Resurrection!
Lutheran Church
in Cameron, SC
Doctor of Ministry Student

energy to party; that is until we had
wedding feast that waited on the ot
door for us.Then, and only then, we
celebrate with the happy couple.

In this wonderful season of Advent,
this wedding, and reminded of the w
asked to do for the bridegroom, Jes

His return, and wait expectantly for

we know not what time He will sho

aching stomachs that we long for th

Exodus 1 5:20=2 fl
Luke 5:33=39

impatient grumbling that we look fo
return, and it is with longing hearts
His presence among us, yet we wait
and we wait some more.

approach completing three rounds of medication and
nearly a year of trying, I am faced with the knowledge
that it is His plan, His will be done; not mine.
Deciding to be a Christ follower means relinquishing
control in all things, not just the ones I m willing to
let God handle. But it’s more than just giving up
control, it’s submitting.The hope that comes with
following His plan doesn’t mean that I II get my way,
my plan. It means submitting that He knows best, that
He has a better plan for my life than I could evei
fathom. It means choosing to submit even when I feel
like I’m in “captivity.”

As we prepare o
and beginning of
18 call us to,“Re
thanks in all circu
response to His
give thanks for th
Thomas the Train

To give thanks an
expecting.To pra

with all my hear
outcome. And w

and hear me, and

is that you may d

Ti-tKT^sr>Ay/
Titi Adewale
Assistant Director of
International Programs
Psalm 46
1 Peter 1:3-9

always there, He has promised neve
forsake us no matter what. His pres
comfort; He is our hiding place and
time of storm. Storms of life may co
ways, such as sickness, death, loss of
loneliness, depression, failure, a prod

the list goes on. But right in the mid
there we will find God.
The presence of Jehovah Shammah

that passes all understanding. No w
46:10 commands: “Be still, and know
will be exalted among the heathen, I w
the earth.” In our storms God wants

He will see us through and in the en

were treated to a long, wonderful concert of songs
from the movement, with historical commentary. One
thing he told us was that a decision was made early
on that the civil rights’ movement would be a singing
movement.“When people sing together,” he said,
“they lose their fear.”

the reader to w

Wake up and ge
that God
us. As we
fear. Let’s
welcome

wants
sing to
let so
joy an
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opportunity to celebrate each week

But despite all this celebration, we s
little joy.

Douglas Goodwin
Graduate Student, School
of Divinity & Department
of Religious Studies
Psalm 149:1=9
Ephesians 5:18-19

The Israelites knew what it meant to
they knew how to celebrate. Despit

they endured, the Psalms serve as an

joy that the Israelites were unable to
A brief survey of the Psalms reveals

from the Israelites over things that s

love flooded our hearts.
That little one was delivered via emergency Csection on the morning of Dec. 16, seven weeks
before his due date.The darling five-pound, I 3-ounce
baby boy was doing well initially, but began having
difficulty breathing. Doctors rushed around us,
hurriedly explaining they needed to transport oui
child to a neo-natal intensive care unit in Chai lotte.
“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed
on you, because he trusts in you ” (Isaiah 26:3) As they
transported Brayden away from us the people who
loved him most on earth—I felt an unexplainable
peace. God would guard him, protect him, comfoi t
him and keep him. In my weakness, the neverchanging strength of I Am was perfect.

news that another
celebrate three bi

(Dec. 7), Brayden’s
and Savior Jesus—
Christmas Day.

Fear and doubt wi
is doing in our dee
command then is ju
afraid, only believe.”

always accompanie

As Zechariah proc
other things—our
guide our feet into
holiday is that we
trusting Him more

peace of our unch
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Terry P Floyd
School of Divinity
Alumnus
Psalm 126
Philippians 1:3-1 1

Christmas when our children and gra
come home for a meal to fellowship
table and reflect on God’s goodness.

The Israelites probably felt the same
excitement as they were “brought ba
captivity. Psalms 126 tells us the Israe
men who dreamed” and their “mouths
laughter” and their “tongues with song
Israelites had been a grief stricken pe
longed for the day when God would
captivity. Now, they were free, and th
desire had become a reality.They we
God for all He had done for them.Th
been nothing that hindered the Israel
God for His grace and mercy.

from the Almighty... Pangs and agony... I will punish the
world for its evil.. .make the heavens tremble.. .in the day
of his fierce anger” (Is. 13:6-13).
We were in seminary at the time, and living like most
seminarians live, at or below the poverty level. But
there was a “light at the end of the tunnel. The
dissertation that I was writing was on schedule foi
completion. Our first son had just been born.Then
suddenly, one Friday evening, Cindy turned to me and
said:“I think I’m having a heart attack!” Her face was
ashen and she collapsed to the floor hardly able to
catch her breath. And for the next 13 days (fiom
December I 1-24) she was in the hospital.That meant
that we spent Christmas Eve in the hospital, mote
than 500 miles away from home and family, and we
missed our child’s first Christmas!

Most interesting, i
destruction can be
bad news for othe
“good life” in the
delay His arrival. If
moment, we tend

the news that a ch

And since God di

be very sure that
the faith in God th
there is) and we s
and the bad—that

Christmas Eve and
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Frank Bonnier
President
Psalm 25:1-10
Luke 1:39“45

But humility thrust upon us is no vir
humility, however, is a common threa
scripture passages today and clearly
key virtue in the story of Jesus’ birth
hand with acceptance of God’s will a
responds to the angel,“Here am I, th
Lord; let it be with me according to
“Magnificat” she continues,“for he h
favor on the lowliness of his servant.
has brought down the powerful from
lifted up the lowly.” And Elizabeth, m
Baptist, asks,“Why has this happened
mother of my Lord comes to me?” P
that humility is a prerequisite of a so
instruction by the Lord:“He leads th
is right, and teaches the humble his w
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